8/16/2010

DIYC THURSDAY NIGHT RACES – 2010 

NOTICE OF RACE & SAILING INSTRUCTIONS – 2.7(a) REVISED 8/5/2010
1 RULES
The series will be governed by the rules as defined in the current Racing Rules of Sailing. For all classes using WFPHRF Handicaps, the WFPHRF Class Rules are in effect. 

2 ENTRIES & COMPETITOR RESPONSIBILITIES

2.1 Competitors may enter by delivering a completed entry & waiver to the sign-in desk before racing at any time during the season.  The entry and waiver must be completed prior to participating in racing. All competitors must provide current phone number and/or email address.
2.2 All boats shall meet USCG requirements for the size of boat and number of persons aboard.  Failure to meet these requirements, including all lighting requirements, is cause for disqualification from a race, without a hearing, changing RRS 60.2 and 63.1.
2.3 At sundown or thereafter, all boats less than 7 meters (<23.0') that do not have regular running lights, must demonstrate to the Race Committee that they have the required torch or lantern (i.e. flashlight) aboard by shining it on their sails at the finish line.  The penalty for not doing this may be disqualification by the Race Committee without a hearing.  This modifies RRS 63.1. Breaches of this instruction will not be grounds for a protest by a boat, changing RRS 60.1.  

2.4 Except for boats in the Centerboard, Beach Cat & Board Division, J-24 & Melges 24 divisions, all boats must have a current valid WFPHRF Rating Certificate. Any owner that hasn’t delivered a valid certificate to the Fleet Captain by April 3rd and a renewed certificate by July 31st shall be disqualified, changing RRS 64.3
2.5 PHRF Class Breaks: In an effort to provide ‘like racing’ under PHRF, boat displacement and other factors will be considered when determining class breaks. Class breaks will be assigned by the Black Flag and their decision is final and is not subject to a request for redress, changing RRS 62
2.6 To race you must be a member of US Sailing. A boat will be allowed to sail for 3 weeks while they are joining.
2.7 Each owner (or representative) must complete the sign-in sheet each week (especially the community service information)(the area of the sign-in sheet where you list the number of non-DIYC members who are sailing with you for that race) failure to comply with this will result in a 20% penalty.  The sign-in sheet is available at the Club or online at http://rcflag.com/signin/signin.aspx.
2.7(a)
Failure to notify the race committee that you are not racing after having signed in will result in a score of “DNE”, Disqualified Not Excludable, without a hearing.  This includes boats that are DNC (boats that did not leave the dock), DNS (boats that went to the starting area but came back in without starting), and DNF (boats that started, but dropped out before finishing). This modifies RRS 63.1 and A4. (Revised 8/5/2010)
2.7(b) Race committee duty – it is your responsibility to do the following:  
· Check the weekly sign-in sheet to verify your assigned date
· Only a Thursday Night Co-Captain or the Fleet Captain can okay a swap of dates. A written form will be required that is signed by both parties and signed by Thurs Fleet Co-Captain.
· Report to the sign-in desk by 1730 (5:30pm) on your assigned date
· The skipper must serve on the committee, and the skipper must bring at least 1 helper  
· Be prepared to stay until the results are announced
· Failure to comply with the above will result in disqualification for the series, without a hearing changing RRS 64.3 and A4.. 
3 NOTICES TO COMPETITORS
Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board. All notices will be posted by the later of 1 ½ hours before the start or the lowering of an onshore postponement, except for the announcing of a “Green Flash Series Race” which will be done at least 1 week prior.
4 SIGNALS MADE ASHORE
Signals made ashore will be displayed from the flagpole located on the western end of the club property. If a postponement is signaled ashore, the warning signal will be made not less than 30 minutes after the AP is lowered.
5 SCHEDULE 

5.1 March 11 –Registration, Race Committee Sign-up and Series briefing

5.2 March 18 – October 28, all races will be scored for the series until all series are completed.

5.3 The scheduled time of the warning signal for the first race each Thursday is 1830 (6:30pm).
5.4 There will be 4 series:
5.4 (a) The first 3 series will each be 7 races with 1 throw-out. 

5.4 (b) The Final Series will be a maximum of 7 races; there will be 1 throw-out unless fewer than 5 races are completed then there is no throw-out. Three (3) races are required for the fall series. 
6 CLASS FLAGS AND ANTICIPATED ORDER OF STARTS
   The Class Flags are:

Centerboard, Cats, Boards 



Purple flag with letter “P” 

Spinnaker “A” 




Red Flag with letter “S”

J/24/Melges 24




White Flag with “J24”

Spinnaker “B” & Non-Spin “B”


Green Flag with letter “G”

Racer Cruiser & Non-Spin “A”
 

Blue Flag with letter “N”

7 RACING AREA

   The race area will be Hillsborough Bay from the club south to G "23" Cut C channel.

8      COURSE 
The course will be posted on the committee boat using the following letters designating the marks. Each mark will have a “P” or “S” denoting the required side on which to leave the mark.  

In addition to posting the course on the course board, the race committee may attempt to announce the course over VHF Channel 72.  Failure of a competitor to receive or failure of the Race Committee to transmit is not grounds for redress, changing RRS 62.  This communication is as a courtesy only.

9
MARKS

	Mark

Letter
	Approximate Position

Description
	Approximate Position

Lat/Lon

	A
	Yellow Buoy 200°T, 0.29 nm from entrance to Seaplane Basin
	27°54.22' N

82°27.28' W

	B
	Tall Range
	27°53.90' N

82°26.60' W

	C
	Yellow Buoy 268°T, 0.15nm from G "25" Cut C channel
	27°52.82' N

82°26.69' W

	D
	Yellow Buoy 268°T, 0.15nm from G "23" Cut C channel
	27°51.78' N

82°26.79' W

	F
	Yellow Buoy 005°T, 0.2nm from Long Shoal mark G"1"
	27°52.66' N

82°27.59' W

	G
	Yellow Buoy 129°T, 0.5nm from Ballast Point Pier
	27°52.98' N

82°28.32' W

	H
	Yellow Buoy 069°T, 0.9nm from Ballast Point Pier.  Note:  On legs using both “A” & “G” as the ends (see #8 above), this mark is a passing mark.  Otherwise, it is a rounding mark.  In either case, it will be shown on the course board.
	27°53.60' N

82°27.77' W


· The course board will not show the finish line, which is described below.

· After the first warning signal of the day, if the committee desires to change the course for subsequent classes, it will fly code flag “L” (Come Within Hail) flag at the preceding class’s start. They will then post the new course. The lowering of the “L” flag will be followed one (1) minute later by raising of the next class’s flag. This marks five minutes until their start

10 
THE START

The Starting Line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag on the Race Committee boat and the nearby starting mark. 

   11   
THE FINISH

11.1 The finish line is between the southern edge of the southwest corner post of the club hut and the center orange ball of three orange balls suspended on a horizontal antenna on the west side of the basin entrance."  
11.2 All boats are requested to hail their sail number and boat name as they cross the finish line.

12   
ALTERNATIVE PENALTY
RRS 44.3 – 20% penalty is in effect for all classes except Portsmouth.   To accept the alternative penalty a boat must comply with 44.3(b) and deliver a completed form to acknowledge the penalty prior to the end of the protest time limit.  Portsmouth class boats may take a one or two turns penalty in accordance with RRS 44.2. 
13
TIME LIMIT
The time limit for each division will be 3 hours after the first start. Any boat not finishing by the time limit will be scored DNF, without a hearing. This changes RRS 35, A4 and A5. 

14
PROTESTS

 14.1 Protests shall be delivered to race office within 60 minutes after the last boat finishes. 

 14.2 The Thursday Night Co-Captain or Fleet Captain is responsible for:

· Noting the time received on the protest

· Noting the time of the last finisher on the protest

· Making two copies of the protest form – original goes to the Chief Judge, one copy to the Fleet Captain’s mailbox and post a copy of protest form on the official notice Board

· Notify the Chief Judge.

     14.3 The Chief Judge will schedule the protest hearing and notify all parties as to the date and time of the hearing.
15
SCORING

15.1 The “Centerboard, Cats & Board Divisions” ratings will be based on Portsmouth Ratings, wind strength Beaufort 2-3 scale.  Scoring of all other classes will be based upon WFPHRF ratings, as indicated below.
15.2 Except for the Heavy Displacement Non-Spinnaker Fleet – Non Spin “A” and Racer Cruiser Fleet, the “RLC” rating will be used for all races in which less than 75% of the total distance of the course required the majority of the boats to either tack or gybe.  For races of 75% or greater, the Buoy Rating will be used.  If there is any doubt, the RLC Rating will be used.
15.3 The Heavy Displacement Non-Spinnaker Fleet – Non Spin “A” and Racer Cruiser Fleet will use the SCYRA Beer Can Rating for all races.
15.4 The decision of the Thursday night Co-Captain or Fleet Captain is final and is not subject to a request for redress, changing RRS 62.

15.5 The Low Point System of Appendix A of the racing rules will apply, with the changes in SI 5.4.
15.6 Each competitor and Thursday Night Co-Captain will have the “option” of electing to take “average points” for the night that they serve on the Race Committee. This election is only available if the “primary” skipper of the boat works on the Race Committee. The decision to use average points must be made that night by informing the PRO or Scorer in writing.  Average points will be based on all races started by the boat in that series.  If the competitor or Co-Captain’s boat races that night, it will receive its actual score, rather than average points.
15.7 The points for the “Season” score will be based on the finish position in each series including tie breakers, discarding 1 series.
15.8 The tie break for the “Season” will be RRS A 8, except the wording is modified 

15.8 (a) change “series” to read “season”

15.8 (b) change “race” to read “series”

15.8 (c)  example Boat “A” with series finishes of 1,2,4,1 beats Boat “B” with finishes of 2,1,1,3 because for RRS A8.1 both boats exclude one series and have duplicate scores of 2 firsts and a second. Moving on to RRS A 8.2, excluded series are now consider and this tie breaker therefore goes to Boat “A” the higher place finish in the last series.

16
SAFETY

16.1 It is the absolute responsibility of every competitor to report any significant or major contact between boats by the end of the protest time limit as defined below:
	Level
	Extent
	Effect

	Level A – Minor Damage
	Less than 1 man-hour to fix

Less than $100
	Boat may race without repair

	Level B – Significant Damage
	Less than 5 man-hours to fix

Less than $1000
	Boat may need some temporary work before racing again

	Level C – Major Damage
	More than 5 man-hours to fix

More than $1000
	Significant repair required before racing


16.2 This may be reported to the Thursday Race Co-Captain or designate by:

16.2 (a) Delivering a completed Protest Form

16.2 (b) Delivering a completed “Alternative Penalty Acceptance” form if applicable

16.2 (c) Delivering a completed  “Report of Contact” form

16.3 If significant contact is deemed to have occurred and it is not reported, all boats involved who did not file a written report noted above will be scored “DNE” Disqualified Not Excludable without a hearing. This changes RRS 63.

16.4 Such disqualification will be posted on the Official Notice Board.  Any competitor so disqualified may request a hearing.
16.5 If a protest committee deems damage to boats involved in a collision is major, as defined above, the committee may score either or both boats as “DNE” even if the boats have properly reported the incident.

16.6 Any skipper receiving a score of “DNE” more than once in a season will be required to meet with the “Black Flag” to explain the situations.  In addition to remedies under RRS 60 & 69, when the Fleet Captain, from his/her own observation or a report received, believes that a skipper may have committed a breach of a rule of RRS or of good manners or sportsmanship, regardless of whether such breach is the subject of a protest, the Fleet Captain may issue a written warning to the skipper.  Upon a skipper receiving in excess of 2 such warnings, that skipper may be required to meet with the “Black Flag” to explain the situations, and may be required to attend a racing rules seminar 

17
ENVIRONMENTAL
Any competitor registered in any DIYC‑sponsored event who throws any refuse overboard, including but not limited to aluminum cans, plastic items, bottles, etc., is subject to being disqualified by the Race Committee. Such disqualification will be posted on the Official Notice Board.  Any competitor so disqualified may request a hearing.
18
TROPHIES
   Trophies will be awarded based on the number of “Qualifiers”
· To qualify for a series a boat must sail more than ½ of the races completed

· To qualify for the season a boat must “Qualify” in at least 3 series.

· 3 boats = 1 trophy, 5 boats = 2 trophies, 7=3, 10=4 & 15=5
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